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1. BACKGROUND 
 
This Emergency Plan has been developed for Rodney’s Transport Service (Victoria depot). The plan applies 
specifically to the company depot where dangerous goods (used batteries) are stored. 
 
This plan has been developed in response to Dangerous Goods Act 1985. that require holders of a WorkSafe 
issued Acknowledgement of Notification of Storage and Handling of Dangerous Goods. 
 
 

2. OBJECTIVES 
 
The objectives of the plan are as follows: 
 

- To provide a guide for the operations, actions and notifications to be carried out in the event an 

emergency occurs 

- To provide clear documentation of risks, communication procedures to authorities and community 

regarding dangerous goods incidents  

- To articulate the testing and training requirements for an emergency response.   

- To identify pre-emptive actions to prevent an emergency involving dangerous goods from occurring 

 
If there is an identified dangerous goods emergency incident that involves material harm or the threat of harm to 
humans and/or the environment, the Emergency Plan will be implemented. 
 
 

3. INFORMATION INCLUDED IN THE EMERGENCY PLAN 
 

The Emergency Plan contains the following sections that comply with the regulatory requirements: 
 

a) DESCRIPTION AND LIKELIHOOD OF HAZARDS 
 

Rodney’s Transport Service is a transport and warehousing operations.  The company stores dangerous 
goods on site as part of the operational requirements of the business.  Additionally, loading and unloading of 
products also occurs on site.  The most likely dangerous goods emergencies that may occur are as follows: 
 
- Chemical leak or leaching that may reach a stormwater or drain.  The sources may include but are not 

limited to: 
 

o Used batteries stored undercover in enclosed shed area (refer Section 8 for more detail) 

 
- Gas leak that may result in the release of emissions.  The sources may include but are not limited to: 

 
o Bottled LPG 
o Spills associated with recycled batteries where acid may generate hazardous fumes 

 
- Fire that may result in the release of emissions.  The sources may include but are not limited to: 

 
o Battery shed where used batteries are stored containing residual acid (refer section 8 for more 

detail).   
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b) PRE-EMPTIVE ACTIONS TO BE TAKEN 
 

Rodney’s Transport Service takes a proactive approach to ensure minimisation of dangerous goods incidents 
occur.  The following pre-emptive actions have been implemented to assist this process: 

 
- Annual inspections of all Fire Safety Equipment is undertaken on site to ensure equipment is routinely 

checked and meets the relevant standards and engages Elliot’s Fire & Safety, Melbourne to complete the 

inspection and issue the relevant Fire Safety Certificate 

- Loading and unloading areas for used batteries is completed on specially designed concrete to 

minimise/eliminate leaching should an acid spill occur 

- Storage area of used batteries with concrete flooring; ventilation and lighting to minimise/eliminate 

leaching should an acid spill occur 

- PPE kits located in designated areas on site to access clothing and other items of protection that must be 

warn/used when undertaking activities that may result in risk exposure  

- Training of staff to ensure adequate understanding of the contents of the emergency plan and other 

associated plans/documentation and the ability to comply and abide 

- Site has CTV monitoring 24 hours/day and security access to minimise malicious damage 

 
 

c) INVENTORY OF DANGEROUS GOODS 
 

The Dangerous Goods kept on the premises at Rodney’s Transport Service (Melbourne depot) are as 

follows: 

- Used batteries (Waste – see map) – 2,000t 

- LPG in cylinders (see map) – cylinders in cages under an external awning 

 
 
d) NOTIFICATION PROTOCOL 
 
Under the Dangerous Goods Act, the following people have a duty to notify of a dangerous goods incident 
occurring in the course of an activity that causes or threatens material harm to the environment: 

 
- The person carrying out the activity 

- An employee or agent carrying out the activity 

- An employer carrying out the activity 

- The occupier of the premises where the incident occurs 

 
If a dangerous goods incident occurs which causes or threatens material harm to the environment, the 
incident must be immediately reported to the relevant authority as listed in Section 3 (f). 
 
If a dangerous goods incident occurs and it presents an immediate threat to human health and property, 
Victorian State Emergency Service, the Victoria Police and Ambulance Victoria should be contacted first for 
emergency assistance.  The other response agencies must still be contacted to satisfy notification 
obligations. 
 
If the incident does not pose an immediate threat to human health and property and does not require an initial 
emergency contact, an obligation still exists to report the incident to the relevant authorities. 
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e) SAFETY EQUIPMENT 
 
Personal Protective Equipment (PPE) is available on site at Rodney’s Transport Service to all staff working in 
or around areas where pollutant risks have been identified.  This includes but is not limited to: 

 
- Protective glasses/goggles 

- Protective masks 

- High visibility vests 

- Daily use overalls 

- Protective gloves and overalls 

- Fire extinguishers 

- First aid stations and personal first aid kits  

 

Other safety related onsite equipment/information includes: 

- MSDS (see appendices 1) 

- Spill kits 

- Restricted areas 

- Appropriate access and chemical identification signage 

 
f) EMERGENCY AND COMMUNITY CONTACT DETAILS 
 
The following is a list the required emergency and community contacts in the event a dangerous goods 
incident occurs. 
 

Organisation Contact Phone Number 

State Emergency Services (SES) Victorian State Emergency Service 132500 

Police Victoria Police (03) 9247 6666 

Fire MFB (03) 9662 2311 

Ambulance Ambulance Victoria (03) 9840 3500 

WorkSafe WorkSafe Victoria 132360 

EPA EPA Victoria 1300 372 842 

Local Government Brimbank City Council (03) 9249 4000 

 
 
g) COMMINCATING WITH NEIGHBOURS 
 
Rodney’s Transport Service is located in an Industrial Estate surrounded by other businesses. The 
businesses that border the boundary of Rodney’s Transport Service have a land space that provides a 
measure of buffer protection from immediate harm should a dangerous goods incident occur. 
 
Contact details of neighbouring businesses are listed below.  In the event of a notifiable dangerous goods 
incident with reference to the nature and scale of the incident, immediate neighbouring properties will be 
contacted using the details provided.  This will be undertaken with direction from Emergency Services. 
 

Organisation Name Address Phone number 

Australian Red Cross 7 Grace Crt, Sunshine West 03 8327 6922 

Peri Scaffolding 10 Grace Crt, Sunshine West 03 9310 1343 

Global Food Equipment 6 Grace Crt, Sunshine West 03 9038 1111 

Data Signs 5 Grace Crt, Shunshine West 03 9312 2177 

Wafex 4 Grace Crt, Sunshine West 03 8378 9900 
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Hobsons Bay Commercial 
Furniture 

3 Grace Crt, Sunshine West 03 9311 1399 

Stan Cash 2 Grace Crt, Sunshine West 03 9988 7935 

Polyaire 1 Grace Crt, Sunshine West 03 9311 5679 

Empire Red 24 Vella Dr, Sunshine West 03 9310 1595 

Footscray Engine Re-
Conditioning 

11 Vella Dr, Sunshine West 03 9364 7800 

Infinite Engineering 9 Vella Dr, Sunshine West 03 9311 8551 

MechCAD Design 5B Vella Dr, Sunshine West 03 9310 1107 

Interfit Service 31 Vella Dr, Sunshine West 04 2415 2269 

Visual Exposure 532 Sommerville Rd, Sunshine 
West  

03 9311 5722 

Malouf Steel Supplies 6 Vella Dr, Sunshine West  03 9311 2074 

On Duty Panels 534 Somerville Rd, Sunshine West 03 9314 2647 

 
  

h) MINIMISING HARM TO PERSONS ON THE PREMISES 
 
In the event of Dangerous Goods Incident, the Emergency Evacuation procedure will be implemented and 
must be followed immediately.  This is inclusive of the following: 

 

- Alarm (horn will sound) raised; Chief Warden 

- Locate Emergency Evacuation Kit in bookshelf beside entrance/exit door in admin office and bring to 

evacuation point; Chief Warden 

- Calmly evacuate the premises from nearest emergency exit; all staff 

- Follow Area Warden’s instructions; all staff 

- Arrive at evacuation location; all staff 

- Relevant emergency services authorities contacted; Chief Warden 

o Ambulance – injured staff 

o Fire Service- evidence of flames, smoke or spill of DG listed products 

o Police – if emergency coordination is required 

o WorkSafe – if injured staff 

- Locate and account for all staff; Emergency Warden 

- Alert neighbouring businesses of emergency; Chief Warden 

- Notify next-of-kin for any injured staff; First Aid Officer 

 

i) ACTIONS TO BE TAKEN IMMEDIATELY AFTER INCIDENT 
 
Actions to be taken following a dangerous goods incident will be influenced by the type and size of incident. 

 
Gas Leak 
A gas leak from one or more of the LPG cylinders is to be addressed by: 

o Immediately turning off the gas nozzle 

o Safely removing the offending cylinder to an outdoor area away from people machinery and other 

equipment or chemicals that may generate a reaction 

o Contacting the supplier of the gas cylinders for collection and replacement 
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Fire 
If the fire is small and can be contained use the on-site manual fire extinguishers or fire hose. 
 

If the fire is large and cannot be contained, immediately contact emergency services as per the PIRMP. 
Follow the Emergency Evacuation Procedure. 
 
 

j) MAPS 
 
The following is a site map of 9 Grace Court, Sunshine West, Victoria 3020. The map indicates the location of 
the used batteries and LPG on site and the Emergency Evacuation location. 
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4. AVAILABILITY OF EMERGENCY PLAN AND ANY ASSOCIATED 
PROCEDURES/DOCUMENTATION 

 
This Emergency Plan information has been written to comply with the legislative requirements under the 
Dangerous Goods Act 1985   

 
This plan has been made publicly available as required within 14 days following the preparation.  It can be 
viewed on the company website at www.rodneytransport.com.au.  Additionally, should a hard copy be 
required by a person without access to the company website, a copy will be made available following a 

written request for same. 
 
Additionally, the Emergency Plan will be implemented in conjunction with company Emergency Procedure.  A 
copy of this is also located on the company website. 
 

 
5. TRAINING OF STAFF 

Training of staff in the understanding and implementation of the Emergency Plan will be provided by the 
HR/Compliance Manager with support from the training officer.  The training will include but not be limited to the 
following: 
 

- Ensure detailed familiarity with this plan and the Emergency Procedure 

- Ensure learnings from the test evacuation and other emergency management exercises are 

communicated  

- Ensure knowledge of legislative and statutory requirements 

- Included as part of site inductions of all personnel 

- Use of Toolbox meetings to identify basic training and possible WH&S issues 

 

Training records will be maintained and kept with a hard copy of the Emergency Plan (see appendix 4).  Training 
will occur on commencement of employment and then annually unless there is a modification to the Emergency 
Plan within the annual period.  Then training will occur relative to the modification. 

 
 

6. TESTING OF EMERGENCY PLAN 
 
Following the preparation of the Emergency Plan, it is to be tested using a mock emergency incident to ensure all 
personnel are aware of the responsive process and responsibilities should a real pollution incident occur.   
 
The Chief Warden is responsible for documenting any issues that emerge during the mock emergency incident 
and making recommendations regarding any changes that subsequently need to be made to the Emergency 
Procedures. 
 
The testing of the Emergency Procedures will require the attendance sheet (appendix 4) to be completed and the 
amendment sheet (appendix 5) to be completed if applicable.  
 
All documentation relative to the mock emergency incident including any amendments to the Emergency 
Information Book is to be retained with the Emergency Plan and made available to WorkSafe any time a request 
is made. 
 
 
 
 

http://www.rodneytransport.com.au/
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7. IMPLEMENTATION AND REVIEW OF EMERGENCY PLAN 
 
Once the Emergency Plan has been tested and amendments completed, an annual review of the Emergency 
Plan is required.  In the event a change occurs that requires the Emergency Plan to be reviewed within the 
annual period, this then becomes the revised annual review date.  The annual review of the Emergency Plan will 
also serve as the annual review of the Emergency Prodecures. 

 
 
 
 

a) RESPONSE AND RECOVERY  
Define the likely pollution incident that will cause material harm to the environment.  The trackable waste stored 
on the premises at Rodney’s Transport Service is re-cycled batteries.  The details of this product are as follows: 
 
Product Name:  Wet Filled With Acid 
 
 
Accidental Release Measures 
Minor spills 

- Clean up spill immediately 
- Secure product if safe to do so 
- Bundle recoverable product 
- Collect remaining materials in containers with covers for disposal at an accredited disposal site 

 
Major spills 

- Clear area of personnel and move upwind 
- Alert the Fire Brigade and advie location and nature of incident (see emergency contact list page 6)  
- Wear breathing apparatus and protective gloves 
- Prevent spill from entering drains 
- Stop the leak if safe to do so 
- Contain the spill with sand or earth 
- Collect recoverable product into suitable containers 
- Wash area and prevent run-off 
- If any contamination of drains occurs, advise emergency services (see emergency contact list page 6)  

 
Follow the steps of the EMERGENCY PLAN 3g through 7 for completion of the requirements under the Transport 
of Trackable Waste. 
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2. ATTENDANCE TRAINING SHEET 
 

 



                    
RODNEY’S TRANSPORT SERVICE                                                                                                                      

 

Rodney’s Transport Service, Emergency Plan, Victoria, Version 1, May 2019 Page 18 

 

 

 
3. AMENDMENT SHEET 

 
 


